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An intimate Edina dinner party
rings in the holiday season — early.
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AT ANN AND JOHN DOSCH'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
party, certain themes are constant: the guests, six
couples they met while serving on the board of
Courage Center in Golden Valley, a rehabilitation
center for people with physical disabilities; the games,
“appropriate for the six-to-eight-year-old range,” says
Ann; and the meal, prepared by chef Kevin Cullen,
formerly of Goodfellows restaurant.

by Jessica Nordell

This year, the themes remained intact but the party =
date shifted...to July. While scheduling proved easier
in July than during the holiday season, the challenge
was trying to envision how to plan a winter holiday
dinner party in summer. The couple, who own and
manage an industrial real estate company, recruited
event planner Geri Wolf of the Style Laboratory to
help. When Wolf saw firsthand their passion for
gardening, she hit upon a simple solution: break free
from the shackles of Christmas décor, and celebrate
the summertime gathering with a garden party.

The party began with games — horseshoes and
a feisty round of croquet golf (nine wickets, each
marked as a golf hole) — before the guests settled
into the Doches” sunroom for an evening of friend-
ship and revelry and a sky-lit view of the garden.

DinneF Menu

ML= Dayleal Scallops and Cral

B.B.Q. Wil] Sulm
wills [

003 Mincr Napa

on on Small Greens
r Sweel Corn
lleyy Chias

1,

cin will Temale

sel Sauviguon

| “MARQ.

COLOR: LAVENDER BLUE

For the party’s color theme, Wolf had
in mind a pale blue with just a hint of
lilac, inspired by the blues, yellows and
whites of the home’s décor. She used
that hue for both tablecloth and nap-
kins, then arranged clear glass charger
plates under crisp white dinnerware
chosen to set off the blue linens and
showcase the food. “Sometimes when
you decorate with a lighter blue, it can
be a challenge,” Wolf says. “If you're
not careful, the décor can look spotty
— you can't use pale blue with magenta,
and it’s difficult to remain monochro-
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matic because there are very few blue
flowers.”

DECOR: HANGING GARDEN
Outdoors, Wolf covered the garden
patio with sage and white candles. Then,
in order to bring a garden feel into the
sunroom, she created “flower balls,”
three giant spheres she hung from the
ceiling and covered with the light green,
butter yellow and white heads of daisies
and mums. The decorative gesture was
striking; one guest exclaimed upon
entering the sunroom, “Don’t turn
on the ceiling fan!” For a centerpiece,
Wolf used pure white hydrangeas, vivid
against the blue linen background. And
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